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Dive Into the School Year! 

 

Dear Parent(s)/Guardian(s), 

W e are heading into the home stretch of the school year, 
yet we have a lot of events and activities still to come.  April and 
May always seem to fly with all the different activities each of 
the grade levels have planned for your students.  I wanted to 
take a minute to talk about some of the events coming up that 
your students have been looking forward too. 

Following spring break, the end of the year is full of many events here at the 
middle school.  Our 5th grade has a representative coming in from our local media to 
talk the design-an-ad competition.  This is a very informative experience for our fifth 
grade classes.  Our 6th grade students will be once again running the IKIDarod.  They 
have been learning about the actual Iditarod race that was run early this year.  Music 
students will be taking part in Solo and Ensemble on April 14th which will be a 
chance for our students to showcase their awesome talents. Our 8th grade students 
will be taking part in Job Shadowing.  This will allow them to have a chance to get 
out into the career field to start to determine what kind of career they might be inter-
ested in pursuing.  The 7th grade will also be setting up and running the 7th grade 
Olympics.  This is always a fun filled day for students to get to take part in many dif-
ferent games as a grade level enjoys the day working together as a team.  We also 
have the Unified Arts “Evening with the Arts” coming up on May 7th.  This will be 
the third year for this great event.  The 8th grade students will have 8th grade recog-
nition on May 21st in the high school auditorium.  If you have an 8th grade student 
please mark your calendar as that will be a special moment for your student.  Finally, 
the Middle School will be taking part in the MS Relay for Life.  This will be on May 
15th and is a great day of fun.  Our students and community do a great job raising 
money for a great cause and is something we are very proud of. 

As you can see, the end of the school year is full of awesome events for our 

students.  Our students have worked really hard throughout the entire year and many 

of the events they get to take part in are because of the hard work and effort they 

have put in throughout the school year.  In closing, it’s been a great year at Benjamin 

Logan Middle school.  We want to thank everyone for the continued support and 

dedications you show to our staff and students.  This community, students and staff 

truly make this school district an amazing place!  Have a 

great rest of the school year! 

 

Rob Walter, Principal 

Rob Walter 

Benjamin Logan Middle School  

April Important Dates: 
 

3: After School Detention    
    Math   Minds Tutoring 
4: Spring Sports Pictures 3pm 
    Math Minds Tutoring 3-4pm 
    MS Track Meet 4:30pm 
5: Study Tables until 4:30pm 
    Art Club until 4:30pm  
6: MS Track Chieftain Invitational  
    4:30pm 
10: After School Detention until 
      4:30pm 
      Math Minds Tutoring 3-4pm 
      MS Track Meet @ Indian  
      Lake 4:30pm 
11: 2 Hour Delay-Teacher PD 
      Math Minds Tutoring 3-4pm 
12: Study Tables until 4:30pm 
      Art Club until 4:30pm 
      MS Benjamin Logan  
      Invitational 4:30pm 
13: Logan County Art Festival @  
      Indian Lake HS 7pm 
14: MS Solo Ensemble   
16: MS Track Meet @  
      Wapak4:30pm 
      BOE Meeting 7pm 
17: After School Detention until 
      4:30pm 
18: Part I ELA Test 
      Washington D.C. Parent  
      Meeting in Commons 6pm 
      Washington D.C. Parent 
      Chaperone Meeting in Media 
      Center 6:30pm 
      8th Grade Washington D.C.  
      Trip Money Due 

19: Part II ELA Test 
      Study Tables until 4:30pm 
      Art Club until 4:30pm 
      MS Track Meet @ Miami East  
      4:30pm 
20: End of Interim  
23: MS Track Meet 4:30pm 
24: After School Detention  
25: Part I Math Test  
26: Part II Math Test 
      Study Tables until 4:30pm 
      MS Track Meet @ Graham 
      4:30pm 

30: MS Track Meet 4:30pm 
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All About the 5th Grade ... 

M rs. Cox and Mrs. Matthews’ math classes finished up their long di-
vision unit. Students learned how to solve long division problems tradi-
tionally as well as using the area model. They also learned to interpret the 
remainder by using the acronym DURT.  

We started our unit on fractions. Students created designs using pattern 
blocks (hexagons, trapezoids, rhombuses, and triangles) to represent dif-
ferent values. Different pattern blocks were used to represent a whole and 
we discussed how it changed the values of each pattern block. For  
example, when a hexagon is worth 1, a triangle is worth 1/6, a trapezoid 
is worth ½, and a rhombus is worth 1/3. However, when a rhombus  

represents 1, a hexagon represents 3, and a triangle is worth ½.  
Students enjoyed creating and sharing their designs. 

The classes reviewed equivalent fractions, learned about the equivalency of 
one, and have been adding and subtracting fractions with like and unlike 
denominators. We are preparing to multiply and divide fractions and  
investigate area with fractional sides before moving on to volume of right 
rectangular prisms and measurement.  

Math: Mrs. Matthews & Mrs. Cox 

“ Students created  

designs using pattern 
blocks (hexagons, trap-
ezoids, rhombuses, and 
triangles) to represent 

different values.  “ 

Social Studies: Mrs. Rader & Mrs. Young 

F ifth grade social studies classes have been studying ancient civilizations such as the Mayan, In-

can and Aztec.  The students have been reading and completing information packets, learning how 

to make Mayan glyphs, creating Aztec masks, and recording numbers on an Incan quipu.  They  

recently welcomed Mrs. Wishin, fifth grade language arts teacher, to come 

into their class as a guest speaker.  Mrs. Wishin recently traveled to Machu Picchu in Peru 

for summer vacation.  She shared with the students’ pictures and experiences from her 

trip, and answered questions that they had about the Incan culture and if it is still in  

evidence today in this part of the world. 
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All About the 5th Grade ... 

Reading: Mrs. Wishin & Mrs. Gill 

Supporting Fifth Grade Reading 

T his school year in Mrs. Wishin’s and Mrs. Gill’s reading classes, the students have been reading 
many books, short stories, nonfiction articles, and other reading texts. The students have been taught 
that in order for a person to be a good reader, a person must be thinking while reading. In short, read-
ers are thinkers!  Simply reading the words on the page or reading for speed is just not going to help the 
students to comprehend the words on the page.  

Students have been taught that they must do many things while they read. They need to ask them-
selves questions before they start to read a text, during the reading of the text, and after reading the text. Students 
need to make connections between their own lives and the text. The text may just remind the students of something 
that has happened in their own life. Next, we tell the students to visualize, visualize, visualize! We are always asking 
the students if they have a movie playing in their brains while they are reading. We ask the students to tell us about 
that movie and to share what they have visualized with others in the classroom. We ask the students to question them-
selves about the text. In other words, what is the main idea? Finally, students need to think about their own thinking 
after reading the text to figure out if they feel differently after reading or if they have new ideas about the topic.  

 

If you want to help your students be a better reader, the following are some questions that you ask…. 

 Before you start to read, what questions to you have? 

 Make a prediction. What do you predict this text will be about after reading the title? 

 Does this remind you of something else that you’ve read? 

 What can you picture in your mind while you read? 

 Can you list the details in the text in order? What happened? 

 What is this text about? What is the main idea? 

 What new ideas do you have about this topic? 

 

From Sentence to a Five Paragraph Essay 

How do you structure a paragraph or even an essay? Students in Mrs. Wishin’s and Mrs. Gill’s classes have been work-
ing hard all year to understand how to write a simple sentence, a paragraph and then on to writing a five paragraph 
essay. During our class students have been practicing writing on a daily basis and teachers have been supporting/
guiding students in small group. We’re proud of the progress students have made and recently they completed writing 
five paragraph essay comparing two fiction books.  

Our goal of writing a five paragraph essay was challenging, but students were able to accomplish this goal. Students 
were asked to study the structure of a well written essay with an introduction, body paragraphs, and conclusion. Then 
they were asked to use their background knowledge of fiction literary elements such as theme, char-
acter traits, setting, etc. to write their essay. Students were asked to summarize their thoughts and 
quote the author in order to support their ideas. In the end, we were pleased with the essays and did 
a great job rising to the writing challenge. We look forward to our next paper, which will be  
informational five paragraph essay. Ask your child: How comfortable do you feel writing a five  
paragraph paper? 
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All About the 5th Grade ... 

Science: Mrs. Young & Mrs. Rader 

I n 5th grade science classes we have reached our last unit of 
study, Physical Science.  This unit includes the topics of Force and 
Motion and Light and Sound Energies.  We will carry out  

activities that show that mass has a direct effect on force, such as how much force would be  
applied to bowling balls of different weights when they are rolled down our hallways! Students 
will also discover how sound is made, what affects its pitch and volume, and that sound energy 
behaves differently in different states of matter.  Experimenting with sound can be as simple as 
talking through “telephones” made with 2 cups and a string, vibrating rulers and rubber bands, 
and striking tuning forks.  Students will use prisms and straws in water to see light refraction,  
observe light with color separating glasses, and create light books as a culmination for light  
energy. 

 

Finally, we will conclude our review for the upcoming Science AIR state test at the beginning of 

May. We have been practicing the types of questions that will appear on the test 

and how to answer these questions to achieve the best score possible.  These 

practice and released questions are available on the Ohio testing site. Mrs.  

Rader and Mrs. Young think that the 5th graders will be prepared to do their 

best when testing rolls around! 
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All About the 6th Grade ... 

ELA: Mrs. Lee & Mrs.  Peterson 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A s Winter comes to a close, we hope that the flu bug has missed your family and Spring brings a 
warm welcome. We are excited for the last leg of the school year, and all of the excitement it brings. The 
past few months, we have begun daily interventions in class to try and meet each student at their level. 
On Mondays everyone practices fluency through repeated readings, poetry, and reader’s theater. Tuesday 
and Thursday are used to review and propel students’ understanding of reading and writing content from 
class. Comprehension is the goal for Wednesday, so this typically involves reading a text then answering 
some questions. Finally, on Friday we review academic vocabulary that students may encounter on test 
questions and basic 6th grade terms as well as our root words we have been practicing all year. This 15 
minutes each day has provided a great opportunity for students to practice and improve on a wide range 
of skills.  We have also been working on argumentative writing which has led to several interesting  
debates in class. At the end of the unit, students will be writing an argumentative essay in which they will 
be asked to decide if the Iditarod is cruel to dogs. They will be pulling information from Scholastic  
magazines, and even using examples from our last novel, Woodsong by Gary Paulsen. This is very fitting as 
the real Iditarod in Alaska ended not long ago and all of the 6th graders enjoyed tracking a musher 
throughout the race. We are all looking forward to a great ending to the school year, and especially the 
IKIDarod in May!  
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All About the 6th Grade ... 

S tudents in Mr. Penwell’s science classes have just finished up a 
unit on matter. The students started by learning what matter is. 
Anything that has mass and takes up space. They have also dis-
cussed and learned about many new terms associated with matter 
such as weight, density, volume mass and more. 
 
We are now covering the unit on cells. Students are finding out 
that all living things are made of cells. As the unit progresses we 
will be exploring the similarities and differences between plant 
and animal cells as well as the function of many of the parts in 
cells. 
 
We still have much to cover before the end of the year so we will 
continue to stay busy. As always, if you ever have questions or con-
cerns, please contact me by phone (937 -599-2386), by email 
(penwellk@benjaminlogan.org), Thank-you! Mr. Penwell  

Science: Mr. Penwell 

“ ...exploring the 

similarities and differ-
ences between plant 

and animal cells ...“ 

Social Studies: Mr. Shadley 

S tudents in Mr. Shadley’s social studies classes have been working through a unit on economics. 
The students are learning everything from what is economics to comparing the price and quality of 
goods.  

The students started the unit looking at sets of data and determining the economic level and who 
would be the best trade partner for that country. Next, the students learned that people in the world 

have unlimited wants but the resources are limited.  This creates the problem of scarcity.  

They learned how countries specialize (focus on making one thing really good) because resources are limited.  This  
allows countries to be really good at making a few items and trading with other countries to get the things they are not 
good at making.   

The last thing we have been focusing on is the Laws of Supply and Demand. The students will apply these 

concepts to determine the price of goods and services in a Market economy.  They have learned what  

happens to supply and demand when the price is set to high or low.  In addition, they will learn how com-

petition plays a role in determining the price of goods and services.  
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All About the 6th Grade ... 

Math: Mrs. Weyant & Mrs. Forsythe 

S ixth graders have been following the Iditarod, and tracking their chosen 
musher throughout the 1,200 mile Alaskan dog sled race.  Each day, in home-
room, students checked on the race standings and moved their musher along the 
trail using an Iditarod map on their Chromebooks.  This is a preview to the 6th 
grade IKIDarod coming up this spring, where teams will race their way through 
the BL IKIDarod trail, using handmade sleds.  Students will soon be bringing 
home information on all the details. 

T he mathematicians in 6th grade tested out their skills using real world situations. 
They colored frosting for cupcakes.  In order to get the color needed, a recipe ratio had to 
be reduced to the exact specifications.  Students then frosted and enjoyed their cupcakes.  
Students also took part in a scavenger hunt involving matching the famous mathematician 
to the appropriate equation.   

 

O ur weekly common core standards quizzes have been an exciting event lately.  

Teams collaborate and persevere to solve challenging problems.  If questions need 

more thought, teams go back to the drawing board, put their heads together, discuss, 

reason, and rework.. The conversations during these challenges have been amazing 

learning experiences for everyone. 

 

 


